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383 Penwell Road
Port Murray, NJ 07865
May 11,2010
PhonefFax 908-852-5588

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
c/o Marybeth Brenner
401 East State Street
7fu Floor, East Wing
P.O. Box 402
Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

RE: Highlands Stakeholders Meetings

Dear Ms. Brenner,

I ov,n a farm in the Highland's Preservation Area. I purchased it in 1971, when I was
35 years old. I consider myself as a stakeholder, with 40 years offarming experience.

My farm is made up of four contiguous lots varying in size from 3 + acres to 35 +
acres, totaling 58+ acres. One 7 + acre lot has the house and 3 baffiSon it. The other 3
lots are vacant, they have no slfUctllfe5. The soil classes are primarily E, D, C, and 2 +
acres ofB. All the lots have a very small stream running thru them a few hundred feet
from and parallel to the road frontage. The soil types and other characteristics of my
farm's land would probably give it a low ranking with S.AD.C. and Green Acres. The
Highlands COlUlcil has awarded ZERO T.D.R. credits to my farm.

My areas of concern with the Highlands Act as it impacts my farm include:
l.Agricultural viability. 2. Landowner's lost equity. 3. Ever increasing regulation and
permitting costs. 4. The overall effects on everyone, not just farmers and landowners, on
the economic health of all in the Highlands Region.

To support my issues with the Highlands Act and the NJ.D.E.P. Regulations that
ensued, I would like to cite from the following sources for factual data. 1. US forest
service reports of 1992 & 2002. 2. New Jersey Water Supply Authority. 3. U.S.
Department of Agriculture. 4. N.JD.E.P. Highlands Regulations. 5. Warren County
reports.

I aw asking to be invited to the Department's Stakeholders meeting(s). Please advise
me of the details that I will need to know in order to attend.

I am thanking you in advance for this opportlUlity.

Y;QJ'X
Dave Shope .



 
 

My name is Bill Kibler.  I'm a Highlands property owner.  I live on the 

banks of the South Branch of the Raritan River in Califon, in Hunterdon 

County; in the Preservation Area of the Highlands.  And I support the 

Highlands Act, I support regional planning, and I support clean drinking 

water for our children.  All of our New Jersey children; not just mine. 

 

I am also the executive director of the South Branch Watershed Association, a 50-

year old membership-based non-profit organization.  We have been working since 

1959 to protect and enhance the water resources of the South Branch of the Raritan 

River and its watershed.   Our mission is clean water and clean water is our 

passion. 

 

Our watershed covers over 276 square miles in Hunterdon, Morris, and Somerset 

Counties, from its origin at Budd Lake in the Highlands to the confluence of the 

South and North Branches of the Raritan River in Branchburg.  Over half of our 

watershed is in the Highlands.  Our watershed includes two of the three largest 

reservoirs in New Jersey:  Round Valley and Spruce Run.  Those two reservoirs 

provide clean drinking water to over 1.2 million people in northern and eastern 

New Jersey.  Yet, over 80% of the residents of our watershed rely on wells for 

their water.  Thus, we have a keen interest in the quality and quantity of both our 

ground water and our surface water. 

 

 

 

 



 

Over the past several years many of the arguments for and against the Act, 

the Regional Master Plan, and the Highlands Council have remained the 

same.  One complaint I’ve heard many times is that the Highlands Act 

places an unfair burden on those who live in the Highlands.  The Act 

depresses property values, limits what we can do with our property, and 

impacts our lifestyle.   

 

No doubt, the Highlands Act places a burden on those of us who live in the 

Highlands.  The Highlands and its precious water supply are vital to the 

economy and livability of our state.  It’s also true that many other New 

Jerseyians bear a disproportionate load for the rest of us.  People in 

Elizabeth living near the port facilities; folks in Newark living in the flyway 

of the airport; people living in the shadow of the Parkway, the Turnpike, or  

the interstate highways; families living along rail lines; people living near 

our numerous power plants all see depressed property values and impacts on 

their lifestyles because their community supports a critical piece of the 

infrastructure of our state.  We all need the airport and the rail lines, whether 

for our own transportation, our businesses, or our FedEX, UPS, and postal 

shipments.  We commute on those roads and rails or rely on them for 

transportation of the food we eat and the goods we buy.  Our ability to buy 

and sell goods here would come to a halt without the Port of Elizabeth.  

Without reliable power, our economy would grind to a halt.  And as you 

may have noticed, there are a lot more people moving into the Highlands 

than there are people leaving the Highlands for eastern New Jersey.   

 

  



I live in Hunterdon County, in one of the few municipalities entirely within the 

Preservation Area, but my elected representatives in the legislature, Governor 

Christie, and this Department will have failed if only the interests of Highlands 

communities are served.  Yes, the Highlands region is being asked to bear a burden 

for the good of society--just as other communities in New Jersey have borne for 

decades.  Our founders were well familiar with this principal.  They knew it as the 

commonweal, meaning a political community founded for the common good.  It 

was that very principal to which they staked their "lives and sacred honors."  

Clean, safe drinking water is essential to New Jersey’s economic future, to our 

state’s environment, and to our children’s health.  And the DEP has a statutory and 

a moral obligation: to make the difficult, right decisions to protect, restore, and 

enhance our waters.  For all of us. 

 

Certainly, the Highlands Act comes at a cost.  But the cost of not acting is 

beyond measure and the benefits of the Act are also significant.  The burden 

of protecting New Jersey’s future by safeguarding its drinking water is a 

burden that should be shared, but not one that should be shirked. 

 

I have heard certain people repeatedly resort to hyperbole in claiming they 

have had their land stolen or that they have lost all their property value.  I 

would like to address this myth.  And it is a myth.  Those who claim the Act 

has affected a taken understand neither the Highlands Act, nor the United 

States Constitution, nor the practical facts on the ground. 

 

 

 



Has the Act effected property values in the Highlands?  No doubt.  But how 

much has the Act effected property values?  The short answer to that 

question is I don't know.  Neither to the landowners.  More disturbingly, 

neither do you nor the Highlands Council.   

 

To date, no one has undertaken a bona fide financial analysis to determine 

the impact of the Act on property values throughout the region.  The Council 

hasn't done it.  DEP's Green Acres Office hasn't done it.  No one at Rutgers 

has done it.  The data to get a pretty good start on that analysis already exists 

in your own Department.  As you well know, any effort to preserve property 

in the Highlands that involves any funding from Green Acres--including 

non-profits who rely on grant funding from Green Acres--requires two 

certified appraisals.  Each certified appraisal must include two findings:  the 

value of the property with Highlands protections in place and the value of 

the property without those protections in place.  A large number of 

Highlands properties have been preserved using state funds, at least in part.  

It would be relatively easy to pull that data and compare values with and 

without the Highlands protections.   

 

I have looked at that data for my watershed, the South Branch of the Raritan.  

For the projects we've partnered on, the difference in value has averaged 

about 25%.  Now, the handful of preservation projects we've been involved 

in may not be a representative sample, but we won't know until DEP or 

some reliable third party does the research and analyzes the data.   

 

 

 



 

And a 25% diminution in value is not to be taken lightly.  If I lost 25% of 

my investment portfolio I'd be disturbed.  But a 25% loss does not come 

close to the constitutional threshold for a taking.  Nor is a property that was 

formerly worth $4m rendered worthless because it is now worth "only" $3m.  

We are currently working with partners to preserve a parcel of more than 

500 acres in the Highlands.  Because we're still negotiating, I can't be 

precise, but if that owner got robbed, the thief left between $5m-$10m on the 

table.   

 

The landowners concerns about their losses need to be taken seriously.  The 

hyperbolic claims of those most often quoted in the press or heard at public 

hearings are ridiculous and do nothing but damage the credibility of those 

with legitimate claims.  Those claims can only be taken seriously if a 

reliable party conducts a real economic analysis to examine those losses.  

My advice to this Department is to check whether the sky is actually falling 

before you take Chicken Little's word for it.  My request is that DEP conduct 

a bona fide economic analysis to determine the scope of the impact of the 

Highlands Act on property values throughout the Highlands.  Then share 

that information with the public and with our elected officials. 

 

 



Dr. Lynn L. Siebert
Comments for June 15,2010
Highlands Stakeholder Meeting with NJDEP

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you tonight. 1 am coming before you

• as a landov.ner in the Highlands since 1977 (33 years)
• as a concerned citizen who has served as a UNPAID volunteer with the

Burnham Park Association, a neighborhood organization, representing
450 households in Morris County

• as a leader of a community which has fought several major battles to
preserve open spaces, water and other natural resources ... a community
which has won international recognition for those efforts

• as a concerned resident who, along with many others, sees the need to
protect natural resources for the good of the greater public

• as a veteran attendee/participant in meetings concerning the Highlands Act
(and Master Plan) to control sprawl, and protect resources so NJ can
remain sustainable, and viable for future generations

• as one who recognizes FINITE nature of water resources
• as one who (among many) welcomes the scientific studies by staff of

Highlands Council which has mapped areas of water supply/quality/
deficit, etc. to provide reasoned, scientific understanding for use in
reasoned land use decisions

• as one who applauds regional approach to land use since water and other
natural resources do not recognize artificial political boundaries

• '~~:.~~~~~1~t~i~&~~fi~'&~Y~~~c~~~t~c~~s~~~ih~iands as
mifdel:;larids'Mthin protected Pinelandsareas worth Ihuch more than'
those outside of protected areas(de~pit€predictions to the contrary) .

I would like to go on record to register my objections to

• Mischaracterization of those who support the Highlands Act - and state I
have nothing personal to gain by my comments or position - Actually, if
anything, I lose by coming here...my time, thought and energy - to add
my voice - for the public interest!

• The obscuring of the real issue: the long researched, carefully established
underlying reason for the Highlands Act... to safeguard the needs of the
public for sustainable clean drinking water supplies,

• Land speculators who decry "lost revenues" ... To the best of my
understanding, the Highlands Act prevents no one is from farming the
land, or from remaining on their land... only to proceeding with
unwarranted and unsustainable development in sensitive water supply
areas.

• ';fflj!~dl·~~~Yf~~'i~d~e~~~~tj~¥i;S[·ac~~ro~tl~l~:~:;~~~~v~
Highlands Act, the !iati()nalecol;omIc'doWnfum W()~ld-hav['devallied .
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Dr. Lynn 1. Sieb
Comments for June 15,2010
Highlands Stakeholder Meeting with NJDEP .. .

develop~ent profitsancj, let's ~et real; intPisnay;andi~ge~n60n~ts.
",,~it!~~:~j'~~ri'!ihyirnves~eni(irtlim<forlli~st6~kmarket)...

• Even if they were, why should personal profits of the few outweigh the
real need of over 5 million NJ residents for reliable source of clean water?

I know many of our neighbors ...alllandowners in the Highlands, hold a different view of
land ownership than the few very outspoken objectors to the Highlands Act. I would like
to share that different view for your serious consideration:

• First, think about the legacy we all will leave for the future -It isn't just
"take the money and run" but should instead be to leave our land and its
resources as good or better than we found it - for the benefit offuture
generations.

• We in Burnham Park have seen firsthand the value of such a legacy: Next
year marks the looth anniversary of a beautiful public park donated to the
public by the Burnham family ...who, in 1911, had the generosity of spirit
to worry about those "who did not have much land of their own" ...
Frederick and Catherine Burnham had the vision to provide a place with
"fine trees under "'hose spreading branches mothers could take their
children and find the rest and enjoyment which such a park would
afford... "and they specified the park should be preserved "as much as
possible in its natural state as woodland and afford all proper care and
protection to the same and to all persons who may visit it." That park
continues to make a huge difference in the lives of our community a
century later!

• Since 1911, our state has become the most densely populated in the nation
and we could learn not only from the Burnhams but also from the far older
Native American tradition which viewed land not as something privately
owned but rather as the responsibility ofall- requiring those who live in
an area to share a sense of stewardship and protection of that land which
nurtures us all. Each person was considered a guardian of the land for the
sake of the future generations - safeguarding it for their children and
children's children.

As John Black Lee, Voices for Peace Network, states:

Land ownership has moral and social relevance - basic to living on earth. This
paradigm is based on the premise that land ownership is both a gift and a
responsibility - a "gift" of creation to be shared in the spirit of "the giving" - and a
"responsibility" of owners to be custodial preservationists, and leave the land in
better condition than they find it.

And, finally, I would like to offer for your consideration a passage quoted at the recent
farewell party for David Grant, outgoing President and CEO ofthe Dodge Foundation,
taken from Anton Chel!hov's play, Uncle Vanya:

p.2



Dr. Lynn L. Siebert
Comments for June 15,2010
Highlands Stakeholder Meeting with NJDEP

Astroff:
You can burn peat in your stoves and build your barns of stone. Oh, I don't
object, of course, to cutting wood when you have to, but why destroy the forests?
The woods ... are trembling under the blows of the ax. Millions of trees have
perished. The homes of the wild animals and the birds have been laid desolate;
the rivers are shrinking, and many beautiful landscapes are gone forever. And
why? Because men are too lazy and short-sighted to stoop and pick their fuel
from the ground ...Who but a senseless barbarian could burn so much beauty in
his stove and destroy what he cannot create himself? Man has reason and
creative energy so that he may increase his possessions. Until now, though, he
has not created but destroyed. The forests are disappearing, the rivers are drying
up, the game is being exterminated, the climate is spoiled and the earth becomes
poorer and uglier every day.... when I cross ... forests which I have saved from
the ax, or hear the rustling of the young trees which I have set out with my own
hands, I feel as if I had had some small share in improving the climate, and that if
mankind is happy a thousand years from now I shall have been partly
responsible in my small way for their happiness....

There is much wisdom in these words. Are we doomed to being "senseless barbarians,"
"lazy and short sighted" and bent on "destroying that which we cannot create ourselves"?
We have an alternative: to accept as our responsibility, obligation and as an investment in
our own future ... to do all that we can as a state, region, county and community to
strengthen protections of the Highlands and to be worthy stewards for the 5 million
people who depend on this area for their water.

Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to speak on this matter.

Sincerely,

Dr. Lynn L. Siebert, President
Burnham Park Association
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Koven Ted <tgkoven@mac.com>
Marybeth Brenner <Marybeth.Brenner@dep.state.nj.us>
61281201010:59:15 AM
Re: 6129 Highlands hearing

I can not attend the June 29th meeting but would like to state my opinion on the relevance of the
Highlands Act.
I have been a small farmer in Tewksbury Township for 48 years. I. own 35 acres. My farm is in the
preservation zone.1 have seen stream degradation over the years because of unintelligent development
much of it from upstream out of our township. The water table has dropped and many shallow wells are
going dry. ) feel we need regional planning and that is what the Highlands Council has been doing. The
State talks about consolidating boroughs, townships and school districts so why do people complain about
regional water (environmental) planning. Land owners should be compensated for some loss of values
but plenty of us have lost values of our homes and have not been compensated. Investments, like stocks,
bonds and land are subject to risk and no one should expect to be bailed out by the taxpayers.
I support the Highlands Act.
Theodore G Koven
6 SawMill Road
Lebanon, NJ 08833

On Jun 27, 2010, at 10:57 AM, Marybeth Brenner wrote:

> Thanks for letting me know. If you have any comments you would like to submit please feel free to send
to me.
>
>
>
> Marybeth P. Brenner
> Director,
> NJDEP - Office of Constituent Services
> (609) 292-2885
>
»» Koven Ted <tgkoven@mac.com> 06125110 5:30 PM »>
> Marybeth,
> I am sorry but I can not make the meeting.
> Ted Koven
> On Jun 24, 2010, at 8:35 AM, Marybeth Brenner wrote:
>
» Mr. Oven, I will add you to our attendee list and get you more details shortly. Please note that this will
not be a hearing. It will be a meeting hosted by our Chief Counselor Ray Cantor.
»
» Marybeth P. Brenner
» Director,
» NJDEP - Office of Constituent Services
» (609) 292-2885
»
»
»>>> Oven Ted <tgkoven@mac.com>612312010 7:49 PM »>
» Hi Marybeth,
» I would like to speak at the hearing on 6129. I am a 35 acre landowner in TeWksbury township and have
strong feelings.
»Ted Koven
»
>
>



COMMENTS OF SCOTT OLSON, BYRAM TOWNSHIP
AT NJ DEP HIGHLANDS STAKEHOLDER MEETING

JUNE 15, 2010 - COUNTY COLLEGE OF MORRIS

Good evening, and thank you Mr. Kantor for the opportunity to share my views with you

tonight. My name is Scott Olson, from Byram Township. A disclaimer - while I am

deputy mayor of Byram Township, the views I express tonight are my own and should

not be construed as the opinions of the governing body of Byram as a whole.

As an elected official, former Planning Board and Environmental Commission and

member, I whole-heartedly believe in the goals and objectives of the Highlands Act,

and support the Highlands Council as a proper means for sound regional planning.

As background, 98% of Byram's 23 square miles lies within the Preservation Area of the

Highlands. Byram has an abundance of environmentally sensitive areas, and the township

has always been a good steward to these resources through proper zoning and an active

Open Space preservation program.

The remaining 2% ofthe township, approximately 165 acres along Route 206, is located

within the Planning Area. Most ofthis land is already developed or in need of

redevelopment, and has been planned as our designated Center for almost 15 years.

Last December, our Planning Board voted 8-0 to NOT opt the Planning Area - the state­

designated center ofour town - into conformance to the Regional Master Plan. Much of

the pushback - as you might expect - came from those arguing "land takings," over­

regulation and loss ofhome rule.

It was only a 3-2 vote of the Mayor & Council that over-rode the Planning Board's

decision. Obviously it was a minority that chose the route forward, and worth noting in

relation to the end results I will discuss later.



The Mayor & Council chose to opt-in "conditionally," dependent upon our designated

Center being accepted by the Highlands Council. Our Center is the heart of the identity

we want to create for Byram. The town has held sewer gallonage for that purpose, and

this area has been designated for our COAH obligation for over a decade.

Our professionals - in-house Planner, Chris Hellwig and Paul Gleitz of Heyer-Gruel

Associates soldiered on, and in a few months of collaboration with Highlands Council

staff, came up with a plan that meets both the town's needs and satisfied EVERY

Highlands Council member at their April 15 meeting!

Is there happiness in Byram over this end result? I can tell you that on May 17th, the

Planning Board and Mayor & Council ALL voted unanimously to accept our

revised Housing element, and thus conflnn our opting-in to the Planning Area.

I believe this goes to show that the majority of the arguments against the Highlands Act

and Regional Master Plan are born out offear of the unknown, and can be overcome

through collaboration and a better knowledge of the facts.

Thank you.



CHERRY HILL FARM
32 East Fox Chase Road

Chester, NJ, 07930
Tel. 908·234-1079 Fax 908-234-1326

June 17,2010

New Jersey Department ofEnvironmental Protection
c/o Marybeth Brenner
401 East State Street 7th floor
P.O. box 402
Trenton, NJ 08625

Tuesday evening June 15,2010, Lois and I attended the DEP STAKEHOLDER
MEETING at the Morris County College.

Unfortunately the comments that people made were not recorded. I spoke without notes
and said the following as I remember: " I am Andrew Drysdale from Chester Township
Morris County. I will try to be as brief as possible and go into more detail on June 29th

•

Back in 2003 we began preparing plans to subdivide our 16.5 acres into 4 lots. After
spending $ 60,000 dollars we were stopped in 2004 by the Highlands Act.

This 16.5 acres is what is left ofmy Grandfathers farm which he purchased in 1926. The
sale of these lots was to be our retirement. I am 74 years old and am still farming this
land so that we can afford the taxes.

This silly Act was totally unnecessary. I am a Land Surveyor and remember locating
Wetlands and monitoring wells back in the 1980's and going to planning board meetings
where environmental impact statements were required. These things were all in place
long before the Highlands Act was passed and you guys in the DEP know that.

The Highlands Area in a beautiful place because it was already being taken care of by the
people who lived here. The people ofNew Jersey need to wake up! I am sorry if! sound
angry, it is the Highlands Act that has made me feel this way as I am not normally an
angry person. Thank you for allowing me to speak here tonight.

After the meeting closed I handed in a copy ofa letter from Coldwell Banker Realty
dated May 24, 2004 which contained a suggested asking price based on the approval of
our subdivision plans which was stopped by the Highlands Act shortly thereafter.

My wife Lois and I would like to attend the June 29th meeting to explain more details.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely, J ~ - i t:n....~Q~
)~~ "l- u/O/,a...)9/'1" --.,-

Andrew & Lois Drysdale



Dear Commissioner Martin,
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<comebackfarm@aol.com>
<Bob.Martin@dep.state.nj.us>
Wed, Jun 16, 2010 12:39 PM
Please uphold strong Highlands protections

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Re: June 15, 2010 Meeting Regarding the NJ Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, the
Highlands rules and the Regional Master Plan at Morris County College

These are the remarks I made at the meeting last evening asking that strong environmental protections
be upheid in the Highlands region.

My husband and I own and operate an organic fruit and vegetable farm in the Highlands region. It took
us a long time to find good farmland for vegetable production; we moved from Somerset County where
we had a small farm in the middle of encroaching development. We looked throughout Central and
Northern New Jersey for productive farmland and we finally found it in the Musconetcong River Valley.
We are very concerned that the high quality soils and precious water resources within this region be
strongly and permanently protected so that we can continue to produce healthy local food for New Jersey
residents and support a vibrant Highlands economy.

We are among the millions of New Jersey residents who are so very dependent on a dean water supply
every day, and we urge the Governor, the legislature and the NJ DEP to strongly protect it. As Highlands
landowners, we appreciate the protections of the Highlands Act, the DEP Highlands rules and the
Highlands Regional Master Plan and hope that these will be carefully upheld.

The longer we live in this area and visit neighboring villages and parks, the more we appreciate its great
beauty and unique qualities. The Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act and its accompanying
rules must be kept strong to keep this great region's natural attributes intact for future generations and
the many who use the area for recreation.

We think it is likely that Highlands property values will increase with the Regional Master Plan, just as
property values have increased in the Pinelands with the Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan ­
property Inside the Pinelands now is valued more highly than property outside of the Pinelands. In the
past, many predicted economic disaster from regional planning in the Pines, but studies show that towns
in the Pinelands usually have slightly lower and more stable property tax rates than their counterparts
outside of the area.

S1004, the legislation to extend the expiration date of the special appraisal process for Green Acres and
farmland preservation programs from 2009 to 2014 for lands in Highlands Region is scheduled for a vote
next week. These preservation programs are another way for landowners in the Highlands to be
compensated. When my husband and I sold our farm in Somerset County, the land had recently been
rezoned, which decreased the land's development potential. We did not have the dual appraisal rule
available to us, which could have helped us recoup more of the land's value, both from the impacts of
the rezoning and the economic downturn. But that is the gamble that landowners anywhere face, and it is
a gamble that we accept more readily than gambling with our natural resources, including our water
supply.

We urge the Governor and the current legislature to choose to retain control over what is arguably the
most important factor in the state's economic future: an adequate water supply.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment today.

Sincerely,



FOLLOW THE WATER
THE HIGHLANDS

MASTERPLAN

When you read the highlands legislation you find it is more concerned
With land management than water management I understand that land management
Is a crucial component But to effectively control the water in the highlands you first
Must understand the hydrodynamics. Almost all the reservoirs in The Highlands
transferred water out ofthe Highlands this is a depletive use that is it is not returned to
the highlands. The current State Water Supply Master Plan shows that 92 million
Gallons a day is transferred to users outside ofthe Highlands. These allocations

Were calculated by the New Jersey Institute OfTechnology in 1984. The Department
OfEnvironmental Protection is currently working on a update ofthe State Water
Supply Master Plan. This plan is a critical component to watershed management and
Should be incorporated in the Highlands masterplan.
Most ofthe Municipalities in the core, the environmentally

Sensitive lands get there drinking water from ground water, Wells not Reservoirs.
One ofthe most important parameters for withdrawal ofwater from a source
Is the Safe yield. The amount ofwater that can be withdrawn from a source
Without coursing a negative impact on the water supply. This also effects what is
calledpassingflow. The amount ofwater needed to maintain our rivers and stream
and base flow the water needed to sustain rivers and streams in dry conditions.
All these parameters are critical to the management of this water supply.
In order for this plan to be effective it must address these issues.

The D.E.P. has a process called Water Budgeting that can be used to make some of
the determinations needed to evaluate how we can best allocate the water in the
Highlands. Water allocations and water diversion rights are issued by New Jersey
Department OfEnvironmental Protection And some ofthese allocations go back
almost a hundredyears. The Department ofEnvironmental Protection Office Of
Watershed Management has completed a basin wide characterization report
That looks at the highlands existing water diversions and allocations.
This report can be a useful tool in understanding the total water dynamics in
The highlands. New Jersey is promoting smartgrowth in land management this
Concept also applies to smart water usage. Protecting the land and water equally
Is critical to the highlands and will support the legislative intent

As stated before most ofthe municipalities in the Highlands rely on ground water
As there water supply. Studies conducted by The U.S. Geological Survey in the
highlands indicate that well levels are dropping and recovery is slowing.
Some ofthis can be attributed to the out ofbasin usage ofsurface water. Baseflow
In the streams and rivers is primarily supplied from ground water. This dynamic
Relationship must be incorporated into current andfuture water allocations.
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To illustrate the complexity take the Jersey City system. This system is comprised Of
two reservoirs Boonton and Split Rock Boonton holding 8.1 billion gallons and Split
Rock holding 3.3 billion gallons. Split Rock is connected to Boonton via Beaver Brook
to the Rockaway river to Boonton reservoir Then from Boonton via a 11 mile pipeline
to Jersey city. This system has a safe yield of56.8 million gallons a day.
And a demand of48 million gallons a day.
Split Rock has a minimum required release of1. 0 million gallons a day to
maintain a flow in Beaver Brook and a maximum allowed release of15 million
gallons a day to preventflooding and stream bank erosion ofthe Beaver Brook.
Split Rock also has a slow recovery rate that must be considered.
These limits were established in 1984.The dynamics ofthis system must be evaluated
Before any changes are made.

The Highlands Council should conceder the possibilit;y ofreturning some ofthe
water that leaves the Highlands and eventually is discharged into the Atlantic OcealL
To protect a water supply without a plan to replenish it is in my option short sited.
The state has the ability to transfer water from the Highlands and some ofthe piping
Needed to return the water already exists.

The Highlands master Plan doesn't address replenishment ofwater.
You cont protect what you don't have.

Pat J Matarazzo
Chairman

Rockaway Township
Environmental commission



Re: June 15th & 29th Stakeholder/Landowner meetings at MCC

June 17, 2010

Dear Ms. Brennan,

I spoke at the June 15 th meeting, but since my wife is nine and half months pregnant,
I am afraid I will not make it to the next meeting. As I said on the 15th, I am a co­
landowner, with my wife, of a little over 5 acres in Mt Olive Township (Flanders)
and in the preservation area. The Highlands Act was the deciding factor in my
family's decision to move back to New Jersey when [was offered a teaching position
at Columbia University in 2005. We looked over much of New York [including
Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Orange counties) and New Jersey (Sussex,
Somerset, and Morris counties) within an hour and a half of New York City for the
right environment to find a home. The Act, and the clear commitment to
environmental protection that this indicated, persuaded us that the NJ was serious
about halting (in this area at least) the development that we had seen swallow up
much of the open space in central New Jersey in the late 1980s and 1990s. This
over-development has led to serious issues of flooding, such as that flooded our
friend's home in Bound Brook, or blocked the bridges we used across the
MillstoneRiver.

I want to urge the governor not to weaken the act in any way and renew the
bond for open-space preservation. I think that many more people (landowners/
stakeholders) than may have appeared on June 15th or the next meeting appreciate
the benefits of this great act and the environmental qualities it protects, and the
preservation and planning that it promises. But word of these meetings does not
reach everyone who cares about the issues at hand. On the other hand, the
developers or the large landowners who feel they have taken a loss because of this
Act are very well aware of the impacts of the Act and seem to be doing their best to
undermine the protections it promises. Since the benefits of the local. state and
federal government [esp. [-78 & 1-80 being built, and Rt 206 being constantly
expanded and upgraded, but many more local improvements) are what has made
this land so valuable, these landowners may just have to settle for the slight
reduction in the value of their land that might result in the greater good (water
quality, etc) being served.

Sincerely,

Gray Tuttle

Leila Hadley Luce Assistant Professor, Columbia University



IDGIlLANDS STAKEHOLDERS MEETING
June 15 2010

My name is Basil Hone of 18 King Street, Oldwick, New Jersey. I am a Highlands Region
landowner from Tewksbury Township and am a strong supporter of the Highlands Act, its rules,
its Regional Master Plan and of the administration ofthe Act by the Highlands Council and its
s1afI.

, .
I have three pomts for the DEP.

I. Protection ofthe Highlands is not the result oflobbying by out-of-the-mainstream left leaning
enviro fanatics. The Highlands was recognized as a precious resource ofNew Jersey way before
the nation recognized protection ofthe environment as being of fundamental importance.

In 1907 a NJ gubernatorial commission found that "the Highlands watersheds are the best
in the State in respect ofease ofcollection; in scantiness ofpopulation, with consequent absence
of contamination; in elevation, giving opportunity for gravity delivery; and in softness as shown
by chemical analysis. These watersheds should be preserved from pollution at all hazards, for
upon them the most populous portions of the State must depend for water supplies. There has
been too much laxness in the past regarding this important matter."

2. Mother Nature's watersheds and aquifers do not conform to county or municipal boundaries. It
is obvious protection of the Highlands must be regional not local. It is obvious too that with the
DEP's extensive State wide responsibilities for protecting the environment ofNew Jersey, a
focussed spedalized authority is required to regulate Highlands activities. The Pinelands
Commission has proved the case for this approach.

It will be an act ofpolitical cowardice however to acknowledge the need for a Highlands
Council, while denying it the authority and the funds to cany out its duties efficiently.

3. Water is a valuable resource of the Highlands Region. Just as the nation requires those who
use its land for grazing or extract its minerals for sale, to pay a fee, so those who consume
Highlands water should also pay a fee. That fee should fund the cost ofnmning the Highlands
Council, including the funding to provide landowner equity under the provisions ofthe
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act.



May 18, 2010

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
c/o Marybeth Brenner
401 E. State Street, 7tb. Floor, East Wing
PO Box 402
Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Re: Highlands Meeting

Dear Ms. Brenner,

1am writing to you today to respectfully request the honor to participate in the series of
meetings anticipated to be held with respect to the Highlands area. I understand topics to
be discussed will include the permitting process for Highlands development and the
rights oflandowners in the Highlands area.

I am a third generation resident of the Highlands are ofNew Jersey, specifically
Hunterdon and Warren Counties. I was involved in the beginning offannland
preservation and am involved in agriculture, land planning, conservation and

development; I founded the Musconetcong Watershed Association and ran the Hunterdon
Heritage Land Trust (sister organization to the South Branch Association). In the early
1980's I was appointed by Governor Florio to the first Highlands Council and later
resigned. I resigned from the Highlands Council because I felt I could more effectively
work hands-on (locally) to forward some ofthe ideas and concepts such as TDR,
sustainable development, alternative wastewater, unique preservation concepts and more.
Since that time I have involved in over 4,000 acres ofpreservation in Warren, Hunterdon
and Morris Counties and worked with numerous individuals and municipalities to
forward the concepts of Smart Growth and original Highlands concepts.

I've been working in the agricultural community my entire life. I've worked with
sustainable concepts such as community supported agriculture; I developed a CSA called
Asbury Natural Village Farm. I've been working on the feed production to food
production and the direct marketing of agricultural commodities for value added

products. My perspective on agriculture is that we need to shift the way we produce and
market agricultural commodities given the change of the agricultural landscape. In
particular in the Highlands with the need of investment in infrastructure and markets.

AS~l-\RY FARMS
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I am a passionate conservationist, businessman and bullish on New Jersey land planning
because of my history and heritage; more particularly in Warren and Hunterdon County,
where I now raise the fourth generation ofmy family. I believe in larger regional
planning and some ofthe concepts of the Highlands. I have been involved in various real
estate projects in Warren, Hunterdon and Morris Counties with an innovative approach.
I've developed wetland mitigation banks, preserved farmland, Brownfield redevelopment
sites; which include sustainable systems such as alternative wastewater, storm water and
currently alternative energy.

Our 325 acre, Washington Township, Warren County project was originally slated for
1,200 units under a COAH obligation in the early 1990's. When I acquired the property,
I spent a tremendous amount oftime working with the municipality and the local
residents to redesign a welcomed project that was, in fact, redesigned for sustainability
with alternative waste water, storm water and now, alternative energy; to create local jobs
and produce revenue for the local economy with the underlying concept of the Highlands
in mind. We completed the fIrst phase ofthe project, known as Hawk Pointe Golf Club
(www.hawkpointegolf.com) in 2000; an 18 hole, 245 acre golf course and accompanying
clubhouse. We are also home to the area's premier, active adult community of 120 single

family and town houses and have a mixed use ofcommercial and residential plan for the
next phasing. We have worked avidly to become the fIrst Highlands TDR model. In our
area, we are considereda well planned project; Eileen Swan and many of the stafffrom
Highlands have visited us in the past. We are looking for an environmental and
economical compromise on how planning and growth can happen within the Highlands

and I'd be honored to have the opportunity just to talk about it.

I believe I could offer a diverse and great perspective in terms ofthe challenges faced
within the permitting process, development and rights of landowners and I would be truly
honored to be part ofthe upcoming discussions.

I sincerely appreciate your time and consideration in this matter and look forward to

hearing from you. Thank you.

Respectfully submitted, .

nc~ / /:!tq;; .
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Richard C. Cotton
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